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mother-tongue:
the land of nod

By Lucille Clifton

true, this isn’t paradise
but we come at last to love it
for the sweet hay and the flowers rising,
Jor the corn lining up row on row,
for the mourning doves who
open the darkness with song,
Jfor warm rains
and forgiving fields,
and for how, each day,
something that loves us
tries to save us
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